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HR Symposium 2026 | DY Patil International University 

THE REALITY 

• Your degree gets you shortlisted. 
• Your skills + attitude get you hired. 
• Your consistency builds your career. 

WHAT INDUSTRY ACTUALLY LOOKS FOR 
 

Core Skills 
(Must Have) 

• Problem solving & logical 
thinking 

• Basics of Data Structures 
• Understanding how 

systems work (not just 
coding) 

Practical Skills 
(Game Changer) 

• Build real-world projects 
• Debugging ability 
• Use AI tools (ChatGPT, 

Copilot) effectively 

Meta Skills 
(Career Accelerators) 

• Communication 
• Curiosity & learning 

mindset 
• Ability to ask the right 

questions 

PROJECT > PERCENTAGE 
 

Instead of: 
   10 certifications 
   Copy-paste projects 

Do this: 
    Build 2–3 strong projects 
    Solve real problems 
    Deploy your project (make it usable) 

“If people can use it, it’s a project. If not, it’s practice.” 

AI IS YOUR ADVANTAGE 

• Use AI to: 
o Learn faster 
o Debug smarter 
o Build quicker 

“Engineers using AI will replace those who don’t.” 

HOW TO STAND OUT IN PLACEMENTS 

• Create a simple portfolio (GitHub + live project) 



 

 
 

   

 

• Clearly explain what you built and why 
• Focus on clarity, not complexity 

“If you can explain your project well, you're ahead of 70% candidates.” 

6-MONTH ACTION PLAN 

1. Pick ONE domain (Web / AI / Data / Backend) 
2. Build 2 solid real-world projects 
3. Learn 1 tool deeply (not 10 superficially) 
4. Present your work (friends, LinkedIn, mentors) 
5. Use AI daily to accelerate learning 

WHAT TO AVOID 

• Chasing trends without understanding 
• Depending only on college syllabus 
• Waiting to “start after placement” 
• Collecting certificates without skills 

ATTITUDE THAT WINS 

• Take ownership 
• Be consistent (even 1 hour daily matters) 
• Stay curious, not comfortable 

“Companies hire for skills, but grow people with attitude.” 

FINAL THOUGHT 

“Don’t wait to be taught. Start building. The market rewards creators, not consumers.” 

 

Start Today. Build Something. Show It. 

 

 

Hardik Patel 

Co-Founder & CTO, 

 Thynqit Labs 
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